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I'm guessing that whoever thought Christmas was the most wonderful time of the year was likely 
not a teacher. Most are already worn out before beginning the Christmas programs, exams, and 
parties. How can a tired teacher capture students’ attention amid the host of holly, jolly 
distractions? 

Imagine this scene: At least a hundred kids have come from the village to a meeting place on 
the shore because they see that the ship is in port. They know this ship brings the young adults 
who come every summer to hold a Bible Kids Club for a week. The children are excited—and 
loud. 

Jo Anna is the one to teach the Bible lesson that day. She’s nervous about teaching such a 
huge group of rowdy kids who are not used to sitting and listening. When she starts the lesson, 
the kids don’t stop talking. So, she walks back to where their food supplies are and finds a long 
carrot. 

As she walks back to the group of kids, a few look up and ask her about the carrot. She smiles 
at them and takes a big, loud bite. More students quiet down to watch the lady eat. She chews 
and swallows, then takes another bite. Most all have stopped stop talking. They are curious 
now. A few are persistent in wanting to know why she is eating a carrot. 

“This is how it was in the beginning,” she explains. “God made a garden for us to live in.” 
Between bites, Jo Anna speaks of the fruit and vegetables. She tells how God formed Adam 
and Eve, breathed life in them, and how they all shared life in the garden together. 

Jo Anna’s carrot reminds me of the beautiful gift bag a brilliant substitute teacher used. As soon 
as she walked into a room, students wanted to know what was in the bag. She would smile 
mysteriously. The students would cooperate in hope of finding out what mystery awaited in the 
beautiful bag. 

It seems we were designed for both predictability and mystery. We feel secure in the 
consistency of day and night, seedtime and harvest. Yet, the best Teacher knows that we focus 
our attention on the unpredictable—like a star that moves across the sky, a Baby lying in a 
manger, and a group of angels caroling to shepherds in a field. 

As you finish up your final hours with your students this year, perhaps you’ll be able to use an 
object or activity that will keep your kids guessing—and paying attention. 

And as you move into Christmas break, I’m asking God to provide some surprise blessings to 
help focus your attention on Christ. He knows you need rest. He has seen the challenges and 
grief you’ve faced in these past months—and years. He is pleased with you. He delights in you. 
May His peace guard your heart and mind this Christmas. 

 
 


