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Deep Vertical Listening 

If there’s ever a time you don’t want help from a surface learner, it is when you are hurting. If 
you don’t believe me, just ask Job—a man who went through deep pain and suffering only to be 
condemned by his friends for doing some imaginary wrong. The problem was Job’s friends only 
knew the surface wisdom of cause and effect without understanding that, at times, deeper 
factors influence outcomes. 

I bring this up because I believe you long for those you influence to stand firm when waves of 
trouble come crashing in. In all of life, but especially in pain, we desire predictability, easy 
answers, and a sense of control. Yet, we set others up for failure if we give them a simplistic, 
surface view. Neither life nor God is predictable, which leaves us disconcerted by the reality that 
effort has no guaranteed outcome. 

Because our world is out of order, our efforts often do not produce the effect that we expect. 
This doesn’t mean that our efforts don't matter, but it does mean that we can’t put our hope in 
what we think we can accomplish. There are more variables at play than we can see on the 
surface. 

Job’s story takes us deep into the mystery of our motivations; the mystery of evil when the 
enemy comes to steal, kill, and destroy, and the mystery of God Himself. God doesn’t give Job 
answers because Job didn't need information—he needed connection. 

Job connects with God by not just crying out, but lashing out at God. God listens and never tells 
Job to sound more respectful, hide how he feels, or stop crying or complaining. God never 
minimizes Job’s pain or bypasses the healing process by telling him it will all be okay in the end. 
Even when Job is angry and depressed, God wants a real connection with the real Job. 

When Job listened to God, God revealed Himself for who He is—the Awesome God who is 
more creative and capable than any of us can fully grasp. Job responds in humble worship and, 
in obedience, he prays for his friends. 

Unjust suffering, honest crying out to God, and prayer for those who hurt him—the story 
elements are there for Job and Jesus—and for us, if we follow as an apprentice to Jesus. 
Suffering is not the plot line, vertical connection with God is. 

Last week, we talked about listening to your thoughts to find out what you say when you speak 
to yourself. Often, past suffering has left us telling ourselves we are not worth God’s time. That's 
why we need to listen vertically—to be reminded that God delights in us even when we are 
angry and hurting. 
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This week, try Listening Prayer. Coming to God in silence may feel awkward at first. God's voice 
is not audible, just as His kingdom is not visible—yet, Jesus was clear that My sheep hear my 
voice. I know them. They follow me (John 10:27). God used questions about creation to reveal 
Himself to Job, so perhaps step outside and dedicate a few moments to listening for Him as you 
enjoy nature. Then, throughout your day, don't try to figure out everything on your own. Listen 
for God's voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; he's the one who will keep you on 
track (Proverbs 3:5-6 The Message). 

Note: If you want to know more about Listening Prayer, email me. I’ve got some great 
resources that have helped me with this practice. 

 

 
 


