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Hope + Eucatastrophe 

Eucatastrophe (good + catastrophe) is J.R.R.Tolkien’s word to describe the “sudden happy 
turn in a story which pierces you with joy that brings tears.” I wish we could have the good 
without the catastrophe, but both fairy stories and our personal histories include adversity, 
tragedy, deviation, and loss. Suffering can steal our hope unless we remember that the 
story we see in front of us is not all that is happening.  

While pondering eucatastrophe, I kept thinking of the woman in the Bible whose house 
was built into a wall destined to fall when a nation circled the city and shouted. Imagine the 
noise of the shout followed by the sound of solid walls cracking and falling—a surreal, 
deadly catastrophe. The part of the wall that did not fall had a red rope hanging from the 
window—the rope the spies had used to escape after Rahab hid them and sent the enemy 
soldiers off in the other direction. Rahab had negotiated for her life and the lives of those 
with her in the house. The spies she rescued returned to rescue her. She was brought in—
all the way into the family line of Christ.  

It’s likely Rahab faced significant challenges as she struggled to learn the Israelites’ ways. 
She clearly influenced her son Boaz who, as an adult, took notice when an immigrant 
widow hunted for food on the border of his field to keep herself and her mother-in-law 
alive.  

That mother-in-law was much like Job. Losing her husband and two sons was a 
catastrophic loss that left her destitute. She had no reason for hope—or so she thought—
until Rahab’s son, Boaz, sent extra grain home with Ruth. The way property laws worked, 
Boaz could claim the property that had been lost when Naomi’s husband and sons died. 
The property came with Ruth, the widow who would bear a son and keep alive a rather 
significant family. Ruth, the Moabite immigrant was invited in—all the way into the family 
line of Christ.  

Over a thousand years later, in that same town where Naomi experienced the sudden 
happy turn in her story as she held her first grandson, another Redeemer was born. Thirty-
three years later that Redeemer was crucified and buried only to come back to life and 
walk out of the grave three days later. That ultimate eucatastrophe enabled all who believe 
in Him to be given the power to be fully welcomed in—all the way into the family of Christ.  
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I don’t know where you are this week, but if you are like me—we need the true stories of 
Scripture to “give us patience and encouragement so that we can have hope” (Romans 15:4 
NCV). As we wait for the next plot twist in our story, I vote that we “pray that the God who 
gives hope will fill [us] with much joy and peace while [we] trust in him. Then [our] hope will 
overflow by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13 NCV).  

 

 
 


